



Eva’s Top Movies seen in 2023. Films based on a true story precede fiction. Otherwise, order is not significant.    Dec. 19, 2023                                  

1.     The Fablemans ©2022. Dir. Steven Spielberg, co-written with Tony Kushner. 151 minutes. Autobiographical about the director’s first 20 years. Sammy Fabelman is obsessed with making  movies. Sammy’s ex-concert-pianist mother, Leah (Michelle Williams), encourages him. His father, Burt (Paul Dano), is an electrical engineer who moves the family from NJ to suburban Phoenix. Leah is in love with Burt’s best friend Bernie who even moved to AZ when the Fabelmans did.  A very enjoyable movie. Before she died, Spielberg told his mother he wanted to tell this story. She was all for it.
2.     Thai Cave Rescue ©2022 Dir. Kevin Tancharoen (4 episodes) & Baz Poonpiriya (2 episodes). Netflix. Miniseries about a gripping true story. I got a window into rural Thailand in 2018: community, family, religion.  Roger Corser played Dr. Harris, an Australian anesthesiologist and amateur caver. The meteorologist, hydrologist and park ranger were all women. 
3. [bookmark: _Hlk121482178]    Thirteen Lives ©2022  Dir. Ron Howard.  150 min. Prime Video. Docudrama with Viggo Mortenson & Colin Farrell about the Thai soccer team caught in a flooded cave in 2018. I wondered how Ron Howard would compress the eventful miniseries story into a feature.  Very well!  “We’ll have to send to Bangkok for more pipe.” Not necessary: the locals set to cutting  bamboo and laying the pipe immediately. After two weeks all the boys were found alive, itself a miracle, but it would take another miracle and 4 days to get them out.  They had to be anesthetized and floated out by professional divers.  The farmers agreed to having their fields flooded, thus ruining their harvest. There was nowhere else to pump the water. Ek, the young coach, proved to be a leader par excellence, though he felt guilt over the fact that the team ever went to the cave.
4.     On a Wing and a Prayer  ©2023. Dir. Sean McNamara. 105 min. Prime Video. Docudrama about a pilot who had a heart attack while flying a private plane in 2009. With a lot of help from the control tower trainee, and others patched in, a passenger, Doug (Dennis Quaid), landed the plane safely. Suitable for Born Again Christians (but still good!). 
5.    Turn Every Page ©2022. Dir. Lizzie Gottlieb (R.G.’s daughter).  112 min. Documentary about how Robert Caro (1935-  ), author, and Robert Gottlieb (1931-2023), editor, worked together for 50 years.  Follows closely Caro’s short non-fiction book Working which I listed in 2019. I loved seeing all the people in the book: both men’s wives, Caro’s long-time agent…
6. [bookmark: _Hlk499643289]    Benediction ©2021. Dir. Terence Davies (1945-2023). 137 min.  I watched it on Hoopla on my iPad.  This BBC film about Siegfried Sassoon, Wilfred Owen, and Dr. Ben Rivers at the Craiglockhart War Hospital fascinated me more than Pat Barker’s celebrated 1991 novel Regeneration on the same subject. There’s a bit of ragtime, some dancing (the Charleston, the Tango). The cinematographer effectively morphs an old person into a young person and vice versa. The actress playing Edith Sitwell looks like the Roger Fry portrait of E.S. The film follows Sassoon’s life into old age. His son disapproves of his father’s conversion to Catholicism. Famous figures re-enacted: Sybil Thorndike, Ottoline Morrell, Robbie Ross, etc. 
7.     The Boston Strangler ©2023. Dir. Matt Ruskin. 112 min. Hulu. With Keira Knightly and Chris Cooper. Told from the perspective of two women reporters. The 1968 movie of the same title, also on Hulu, was not a lister. Both docudramas.
8. [bookmark: _Hlk150098547]    Golda  ©2023. Dir. Guy Nattiv.  100 min. Docudrama about the Yom Kippur War of 1973 with Helen Mirren as Golda Meir and Liev Schreiber as Henry Kissinger (1923-2023). Seen in August with Polly.   In light of the war beginning Oct. 7, 2023,  this movie provokes even more thought. It emphasized how close Israel came to defeat. Henry, in a meeting with Golda: “I am an American, a Secretary of State, and a Jew, in that order.” Golda: “In Hebrew we read right to left.”   I had not realized Golda was undergoing cancer treatment at the time. I was in Israel 1971-72 when she was Prime Minister. 
9.     Nelly & Nadine  ©2022. Dir. Magnus Gertten.  94 min. Documentary.   Prime Video. Nadine Hwang (1902-1972, daughter of the Chinese Ambassador to Spain) and opera singer Nelly Mousset-Vos (1906-1987) fell in love in the Ravensbrook concentration camp. They lived together after the war, for 20 years in Caracas, Venezuela, one working in a bank, the other at the French Embassy. Nadine took a lot of home videos. They were friends with a gay male couple. The movie centers on Nelly’s granddaughter who, in her retirement, is forcing herself to confront a trunkful of photos, videos, and diaries left by Nelly.  She assumed as a child Nelly and Nadine were just friends. Archival research.  Subtitles sometimes white on light.
10. Love, Cecil: the life of legendary photographer Cecil Beaton ©2017. Dir. Lisa Immordino Vreeland. 98 min. I watched the DVD extras too. Lots of archival footage of C.B. (1904-1980)  being interviewed. He was set and costume designer for movies, plays and operas. Talking heads in the film: George Cukor, David Hockney, Leslie Caron, Manelo Blahenick, Penelope Tree, Truman Capote.  C.B claims he never read a book until he was 18. He spent 5 years at Oxbridge & never attended a lecture or graduated—but he was involved in theater there. He could watch a half hour of TV and produce 20 caricatures. In 1974 he suffered a stroke. I was impressed that he learned to draw with his left hand thereafter.
11. She Said  ©2022. Dir Maria Schrader  129 min. Docudrama about an investigation into Harvey Weinstein by two reporters, Megan Twohey  (Carey Mulligan), and  Jodi Kantor (Zoe Kazan). One of my favorite actresses, Patricia Clarkson, plays their boss. Andre Bragher plays Dean Baquet, Executive Editor of the NY Times. Screenplay by Rebecca Lenkiewicz
12. Rustin  ©2023. Dir. George C. Wolfe. 108 min. Produced by the Obamas’ company Higher Ground. Biopic. Colman Domingo plays Bayard Rustin, the man who made the 1963 March on Washington happen.  “As an openly gay man he has been all but erased from the Civil Rights movement he helped build.” Music by Branford Marsalis. Da’Vine Joy Randolph as Mahalia Jackson, Chris Rock as Roy Wilkins of the NAACP, Amil Ameen as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., CCH Pounder as Dr. Anna Hedgeman, Carra Paatterson as Coretta Scott King. and Devin Doolin as Walter Reuther. Seen with MaryDan.
13. Selma ©2014. Dir. Ava DuVernay. 128 min. Dramatizes the 1965 Selma to Montgomery voting rights march. With David Oyelowo as MLK, Tom Wilkerson as LBJ, Tim Roth as Gov. George Wallace, Colman Domingo as Ralph Abernathy, Dylan Baker as J. Edgar Hoover, Martin Sheen as the judge, and Oprah Winfrey as Annie Lee Cooper.
14. Till ©2022  Dir. Chinonye Chukwu. 130 min. Library DVD. Jalyn Hall plays Emmett Till, 14, an only child from the South Side of Chicago. Danielle Deadwyler plays his mother. In August 1955 Emmett visited his cousins in Mississippi.  He was brutally lynched. Emmett Till’s open-casket wake was famously held in Chicago.  Now that teaching this history is outlawed in some schools, it is important to tell it in this accessible medium. The dramatization riveted me.  John Douglas Thompson, MaryDan’s ex-colleagues’s brother, plays Moses Wright in the movie.  Very good use of music and poetry in the film. 
15. The Conductor ©2021.  Dir. Bernadette Wegenstein. 90 min. Documentary about Marin Alsop (1956--  ) who recently retired as principal conductor at the Baltimore Symphony, and for 8 years played that role at the Sao Paolo Symphony. She mentors young conductors and supports inner city youth orchestras. She has a son, and a life  partner since 1990. 
16. You Got To Move: Stories of Change in the South ©1985. Dir. Lucy Massie Phenix. 86 min. Highlander Center was a place in Tennessee way ahead of its time open to all people to discuss issues: Unions, Segregation, toxic dumping, voting rights, combatting illiteracy. In this film, ordinary folk who had become activists and grown because of it, told their stories. One woman who found her voice had married at 14 and previously had felt intimidated by people who had been to high school. The DVD extras were filmed in 2011, so we got to see the people in the film decades later. 
17. The Glass Castle. ©2017. Dir. Destin Daniel Cretton.  127 min. Brie Larson plays Jeannette. My 2009 book list describes in detail the memoir by Jeannette Walls of the same title.  The book is better but the movie is darn good.  Woody Harrelson is perfectly cast as Rex (1934-1991).  Naomi Watts plays Rosemary Walls (1934-2021). The author says in the DVD extras she is well pleased with the film, as were her mother and siblings. Some reviews were negatives. I don’t agree!
18. [bookmark: _Hlk530240130][bookmark: _Hlk26801082]Sports Movies: Miracle ©2004. Dir Gavin O’Connor 135 min. Docudrama about the 1980 US Olympic hockey team w/ Patricia Clarkson. Remember the Titans  ©2000. Dir. Boaz Yakin. 120 min., about two formerly segregated high schools in Alexandria VA that merged in 1971. The town had a harder time than the football team. Denzel Washington stars. The Rookie ©2002. Dir. John Lee Hancock. 128 min. Based on a true story of a 38-yr-old TX h.s. coach who has a 98 MPH fastball and actually made it to the majors for a few years, with Dennis Quaid and Rachel Griffiths; I had seen The Greatest Game Ever Played ©2005. 121 min about the 2013 US Open in Brookline, and Cool Runnings ©1992 98 min about the Jamaican bobsled team before but enjoyed them all over again, a mark of a good movie (or book). All Library DVDs.
19. Secretariat  ©2010. Dir. Randall Wallace.  123 min. Docudrama starring Diane Lane, John Malkovich, James Cromwell, & Margo Martindale. The real Penny Chenery Tweedy, a senior citizen in 2010, was in the DVD extras, reminiscing, as was the jockey Ronnie Turcotte, in a wheelchair. Also in the DVD extras was actual footage of the real Triple Crown in 1973. Secretariat  (1970-1989) broke course records in all three, winning the Belmont by 31 lengths. His autopsy showed him to have a heart twice as big as normal. The previous Triple Crown winner had been Citation in 1948. 
20. Judy Blume Forever ©2023. Directors  Divina Pardo and Leah Wolchok.  97 min. Prime Video; Are You There, God? It’s Me, Margaret ©2023. Dir. Kelly Freemon Craig. 106 min. Seen on the plane to California.  MaryDan was surprised to hear from me that these were both good.   The first is a documentary where we hear from Blume, now 83, and from her readers.  Blume now runs a bookstore in Key West that stocks banned books. The second is based on one of Blume’s banned young adult books.  Abby Ryder Fortson, Rachel McAdams, and Kathy Bates play Margaret, her mother, and her aunt. 
21. All Creatures Great and Small ©2020-2023. PBS, 7 episodes/year. About time I listed it.  A delightful pleasure. About a veterinary practice in the 1930s in rural Yorkshire, with Nicholas Ralph as James Herriot, Samuel West as Siegfried Farnon, Callum Woodhouse as Tristan Farnon, Rachel Shenton as Helen Aldershot, Anna Madeley as Mrs. Hall, and Imogen Clawson as Jenny Aldershot.  Based on the book by James Herriot. In season 3 James and Helen marry.  
22. [bookmark: _Hlk499740302][bookmark: _Hlk499748014][bookmark: _Hlk151148539][bookmark: _Hlk151137131]The Children’s Act ©2017. Dir. Richard Eyre, 105 minutes.  Based on the 2014 novel by Ian McEwan (which I read and also liked; there were a few differences). Starring Emma Thompson as a judge with music as an avocation. Stanley Tucci plays her husband, Fionn Whitehead plays the 17-yr-old with leukemia whose parents are Jehovah’s Witnesses.  I enjoyed the court scenes, the concert scenes and their lovely London home. The judge was admirable but she neglected her marriage.
23. [bookmark: _Hlk26801088][bookmark: _Hlk150510416]Falling for Figaro  ©2020. Dir. Ben Lewin 105 min. Library DVD. Millie, a successful fund manager in London, turns down a promotion to follow her dream to take a stab at opera singing. A curmudgeonly (I would have toned that down) retired soprano (Joanna Lumly, 1946- ) in Scotland needs a paying student and is willing to take Millie on for one year. Her one other student pays by being handyman and cook.  There’s rivalry, suppressed romantic attraction, arias, good lines… 
24. The Quiet Girl ©2022. Dir. Colm Bairead. 94 min. Based on Foster by Claire Keegan.  Set in 1981 in Ireland. Very faithful to the book. Seen at the Somerville Theater. Starring Carrie Crowley, Andrew Bennett, Catherine Clinch, and Kate Nic.
25. Witness ©1985. Dir. Peter Weir. 112 min. I’m sure I saw and loved a 1963-ish pre-make of Witness but found no mention of it on the web. I sought out this 1985 version when Kathy McCann recalled the great scene with John Book (Harrison Ford) dancing with Rachel Lapp (Kelly McGillis) in the barn to “Don’t know much about history” playing from a car radio, when I told her about a highlight of Women Talking where “Daydream Believers” blares from a truck. 
26. Living ©2022. Dir. Oliver Hermanus. 102 min. Screenplay by Kazuo Ishiguro based on Akira Kurosawa’s film Ikiru which in turn was partly inspired by Tolstoy’s The Death of Ivan Ilyich.   Mr. Williams (Bill Nighy) is a bureaucrat in London in 1953.  Tom Burke plays a colleague who helps Mr. Williams, who has a terminal illness, live a little.  I knew I had seen Tom Burke in something else. I Googled him: He played Dazzle Jennings, one of  Princess Margaret’s pals, in The Crown. 
27. The Resident ©2018. Dir. Rob Corn and others. I loved it but I only watched the first two of 6 seasons. Lack of time. Hospital drama starring Matt Czuchry as Resident Dr. Conrad Hawkins, and Manish Dayal as his idealistic intern. Dr. Mina Okafor (Shaunette Renee Wilson) is a brilliant surgeon.  Nicolette Nevin (Emily VanCamp), a nurse practitioner, is Conrad’s love interest. The Chief  (Bruce Greenwood) has a high surgical complication rate due to a secret health problem.  



